it . - T S . TR ST iy TR
. + i o e e o i e e et o . TS0 w03 T
5 e AT TR T i Rt b I S TS W LT EI RS T e WA r.shr_.~w.m.m¥.r‘,ﬂw.w...@»n» P A N e iﬁ T
| P .

iy

.
T
(Y
~
-




DEDICATICN

This booktet has been a Labourn of fove and is dedicated
1o Hans and Alex and thein friendship of mone than s gLy~ f4ve

yearns and the effect Lt has had on both families.

T would Like Zo thank Helen fon hen help in the MEMoLLy

section and To BLLEL Wood fon his cover desdgn and the verse.

Donodhy Nielsen



TO HANS AND NIELS

From Denmank on the seas they came,
Vespite the tnavel, boat and train,
And evern cmvand as Li§ guided there
Lo BapZiste Lake and dank despain!

To sexile on a homestead plot, all hope Lost
The netunn Zo Denmark fan oo high a cost.
1T seemed that this would be thein fLuck,

On a miserable homestead they wene stuck.

But zhen the Viking Blood rebelled anew,
And Lo this homesteading thein vigon §Lew.
So there they built thein homes and set thein nvots

Fongot thein homesickness and patched thein boois.

Now in the waning years we all ocan see
That they wene guided by a hidden destiny.
Through the Labons the families fonmed the chains

The Life wonk of oun Two Great Danes.

by Freda and Bili Wood



Two Great Danea

Hans and Alex Left Copenhagen Manch 10th, 1928 and arrnived in
Haligax Manch 218% after an eleven day crossing on S. S. United
States. Hans was going Zo see the werld. He had ftst wanted o
go Lo South Afnica but Lt was a Zrouble spot s0 decided on Canada,

as Unided States had a quoia of {mmigrants.

Alex finst wanted to get out and see the wonld as he had just
sdpent s4x months in the anmy. He had to get permission to Leave

the countnry.

Alex and Hans did not meet on the boat trip but faten in

Calgany.

IZ was a Len day indp acrnoss Canadu. There were no Luxwiies--
ju5t a seat on the tmmignant tradn. 1€ was Pakm Sunday in Montreat
and Alex Zhought it very strange when he saw children marching and
cannydng palm branches .

Afex went o Winnipeg where he had a job waiting forn him at

Alexanden, out of Brandon.

Hans went Lo Calgary--a spot he had picked out on a may ALn

Venmank. The name sounded internesting and proved a good chodee,



A Danish boarding house Zook him in for $1.00 a day noom and
board. The $25.00 you had o have with you o fand in Halijax, was
dwindfing fast. The C.N.R. had a good employment office in Calgary .

Farm workens wene placed from there.

Alex in the meantime, worked on the famm at Alexanden, fon the
summen 0f 1928, Some of the farm hands hired at that Lime wene
English coal minens who knew nothing of fauming. Abex had aitendéd
a Land School--Agnicultural College as we khnow it, in Denmark 50
the garmen was happg to have him. The summer was very hoit and thun-
den éib&mélﬁ&equeni. Alex saw hail siones, as big as his fist, fon
the gina Ltime. He thought if all of Canada is Like {hi4, then he

wouwld netwrn to Denmank,

Hans was placed on a farm at Penhold because he had presented
himself at the Labor office as a farnm worker even Zhough he had
never been on a farm. He had apprenticed in office work in Copen-
hagen. Unable to speak EngLish, othen than that Zaught in grade
school, bul hungry, something had Zo be done. The fatmer soon
found cul he knew nothing of faruming when he became tangled in the
honse hanness. He stayed on the farm fon Less pay - $5.00 a month.
It was a good place fo eat and he was {ntroduced o gheen Tea and

conn on the cob!

Hans was taught English every day by the farnmen's daughten,
usang the blackboard in the kitchen. 1% made wup fon the miserable

disposition of the faumen.



In the fall Hans moved to a neighboring farm. 14 was the
home of a wondenful ofd English couple. 14 was a home away from
home. Laten in the winten he got a paying job at Horseshoe Lake

by Bowden. He wonked there until the aspring of 1929.

In the fall of 1928, Alex Left Manitoba fon Calgary where he
could atfend schood 2o Amprove his English. He stayed thene gor
the winten and in the spring, Left for a farm at Rosetown, Saskat-
Chewan, where he drove eight honse teams. He Left there in June

Lo atitend the Calgary Stampede.

In the spring of 1929, Hans went back to Calgary and became
a painten - Maslen Painter, License and all fon $71.00. Luck ity
the fellow he teamed up with, was a paintern, s they got a couple
0f contracls and made a few doflarns. They bought a can that would
nun and went to city hall and bought a drivers’ License for .25¢.

He had never dniven a can before but soon Leanned.

Hans decdided painting was not fon him 40 he Left his paiinen

his assets--a half share in The can.

Wonk was not plentiful as the depression had stanted. Hans
joined Zhe Canadian Armed furces reserve. He ook a Lrainding
cowse at Sarcee with 15th Canadian Light Honse. He findished the

course and was discharged with the option to join next yean.



While 4in Calgary at the Siampede, Alex met a sofdien boy,
Hané-AnmﬁeﬂI, at the Danisn boarnding house. They teamed up Zo
go wonking at Banff and Lake Minewanka. They had camping gear
and grub box and Zented at Minewanka campground where they
Lost thein valuables one day when they were away working. Adex
wonked as a gandenen at Banff Springs Hotel. They clfeared Land
gon a boat house at Lake Minewanka. Hans acted as §ishing guide
gon a young fellow from Iandiana. He showed him how Lo §ish but

had no Luck. 1L was no wondern as Lt was Hans' §insit day out!

Work ended and harvest time came so they went fo Fi. Mcleod,
Magrnath anea where they threshed winfern wheat. The pay was s0
poor 40 they decided fo go homesteading <n Peace Riven country,

Lnaveldlang Ain Alex's 1924 Chev Coupe.

They anrived in Athabasca <in eanly August 1929, and camped
at the Immigration Hall. They drank water from the niven, befow
the sewen outlet and became immune forevern aften! There is a
saying that 4§ you druink faom the Athabasca River, you will Aezunﬁ.

They didn't know it at the time!

Hans and Afex hearnd 50 much about the Peace River country
s0 decided to ook At oven. 1t was sfow going on the trail, fon
that's what £ was ~ a one vehicle noad. They met a can on
lawnence Lake nill and had o manually Li{t the car over nean
the edge, s0 the othen can could get by, The driver had produced
a nigle Lo show he wanted to get byl That effent Took an hour in

the mud.



AL High Praince the noad was in an oatfield - the grain as high
as the can. VYou could reach £t through The window. That Looked very

encournaging.

They neached Font St. John. There was a sitone, gas pump, bank
and a few houses. 1f was wondenful homestead country but 160 miles
Lo the naillroad. One nanchern had 100 honses in hopes 04 pultling Lhem
Lo wonk on the nailroad which was expected in a couple of yeans.

What a dreamen! By the time the railroad reached Font St. John, the
honses wene gone and neplaced by catapiflan thactorns. The few farmens
they talked o, who grew wheat fon cash, had tc sack if, haul it down
to the Peace River, just scuth of Taylon Feats. Thene it was Loaded
on scows and floated Lo Peace River Zown, a 250 mile inip. This was
not  profidable s0 Alex and Hans headed back. When the roads wene
Ampassable, they pilched thein tent by the side of the tnail and

waitfed £ out.

Un one of Lhese sfops, a Provinciod policeman wolked into thein
camp. 1L was a hot day and he was on his nounds o4 his district. He

stopped 6&& a visLt.

They met a man An Athabasca named Wennmark, a Swede with 4ons
Geonge and Canl. He Zofd them there was a Dane at Bapiiste Lake.
Wennmarks Lotd them in glowing tenms of the Baptiste Lake anea. The
f4sh and game but failed to mention the bulldogs, olack §Lies and

mosguiloes .



In 1929 Bapiiste Lake was a beautiful place. The Dane Wernmawiks
tokd them about was William Anderson who homesteaded where Winding

Trhail school was Laten built.

Alex homesteaded SE-19-66-24-W4 whene he and Hans built a Log
cabin and spent the §iut winter. There was no anti-freeze at that

time s0 the can block froze the finst night, it was 40 cold.

Alex had ondened a cock stove from Eatons and when it came they
packed Lt on a pole between them to Zhe cabin. The top didn'z §it

the boittom s0 it had to be cariied out again and returned.

That winter Lthey hunted and Trapped west of the cabin, sleeping
outside 4in 30Y below zeno weather, whene they told of the pancake

batfen frneezang on one side and cooking on Lhe othen!

In the spring Alex Locked fon a farm and bought a half section
from Hecdon Mantell, SE-35 and SW-36-66-24-Wd. Abex had wanted to

buy Wernmank's place at Baptiste Lake but they didn't want fo seld.

Affen the highway cuf the field in hatf, Alex finally bought the
Wernmanks Lake Lot 14 as Wernmarnks had decided to Leave. So Afex

stanted farming.

William Anderson, Hans and Alex had Chiuisitmas dinnenr outside

Willdiam's cabin the finst Chraistmas. 1t was s0 midd.



The Wennmark boys and w&ﬁﬂiam'Andenaon buctt Alex a house of
slanding Logs. ALso a Log barn. Wernmarnks then feft and Zook a
homestead on Lake Lot 16. Afex had zhe house built by the side of
the road as he wanted to open a storne. But the depression was There

40 he fongot the Lidea.

In 1930 Alex bought an International steel-wheeled thacton 272-36
grom Mcleod Bros. fon ¥1,600.00. He was busy clearing Land on the
Lake Lot and fanming Marntells' with it. The next spring Ltherne was foun

inches snow on the cop aglen seeding was all done.

Hans homesteaded SW-20-66-24-W4 aftern Carnl and Enic Fendsinom
decided o Leave and go back £o Sweden. Hans worked fon Alex, Geonge

Spence and Tom Mallett.

In summen of 1931 Hans operated Hecton Mantells' stone on Baptiste
Creek. 1% was the year of the great exodus. The depnession was Ain
gull blast and farmens from the south were dnied out and heading fon
the Peace River country. They came in cars, some more mobile Than
othens, some with chicken crates. Trucks had howsehotd goods, walking
plow and a shinny cow téied behind the cab. Covered wagons were dnawn
by oxen and were fLoaded to capacdly. A big sdign on the side said
"Peace Rivern on Bust". Some were driiven by one honse and one cow hitched
togethen. They had very Little money and if they did stop at the stonre,
they might spend 25 cents on an absolute necessily.  Some gypsies
travelled by carn and stopped at the stone. A dozen women and chifdren

swanmed Ainside and kept Hans busy at the counten - otherns wene atf



overn the stone. Mr. Manteld didn’t pake much money that Time!

Hans bought a Model T carn from Rankins at Larvert, who wenre godng

back to the city as they had no Liking for fanming .

The homesteadens Lived weld in 1930's with hunting and trapping

and big gardens.

The old cabin that was on Lake Lot 14 was wsed by Zhe Sam Mickelsen
5am££yrﬁo& one winter. Jim was a baby then. The cabin was faken oven

by John Ross,. a trappen, aften Mickefsen’s netunned fo Edmonton.

John siayed on and Looked aften Abex's place when Alex was i .
John had previously £ived whene Appleby's Live today and he rented out
boats 4in the summen and trapped akl winter. John and Willie Spence

worked to get the beach as it is today.

In 1930 Zhe community decided a school was needed s¢ in the Aprng
0f 1933 a wonk bee was formed. Marnied people and bachelons abd helped
buclding Winding Traik School. Afex was o memben o4 one of the Boards

and one schood teachen, a M. Potten, Lived with Alex forn six months.

Hans wonked fon Geonge Spence in 1937. Alex told Hans he needed
some cals gon the barn. Hans and Shirkey Spence caught 20 and Hans

dumped them, frnom sacks, on Alex's fanm,

AT the Lime Alex was in Calgarny in 1929, he met Marius Rasmussen.

Marilus came Lo visit Alex din Late 1930%s and stayed until he marnied

Vonds Redd of the Baptiste Lake districi.
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Alex had a few now boats he nented out in the eanly yeans. The
only cabins on Baptisie Lake at that time were Di. Swifts ', Sharps’,
Falconens’ and Caplain MLLLs. There were many Indian cabins scattened
along the west side of the fake. Axel Smith, Rosie Nipshank, Fred and
Omare McDonald were Alex's closest neighbors. Rosde Nipshank would take

thein moose and deen hides and make fhein mocassins and coats.

Adex nemembens when trucking cattle to Edmonton fook 3 days Ln
bad weathen. They would stop over in Clyde and Rochesten and then home
the next day, aftern putting naifroad ties in zhe mud holes. One Lime

the cattle Alex shipped didn't nealize enough money Lo pay the greight,

The fixad bus Lo Athabasca was a seven passtengen can owned by
Coklin's Bros. Walking Zo town in 1930°s cowld be done in thuee houns,
to get The mail and supplies. Before the noad was gravelled, Lf a stonm
came up, you headed fon home, even without your mail, as the carn would

get bogged down.

Tn 1930 Alex and John Babiak threshed for a month in Forfarn distaict.

When all expenses wene paid, they had $70.00 each.

Hawvw Lynk was born in 1681 in Eddona, Handin County, Towa. He
manied Ivy Mayetia Rickettr in 1903, They gonmed nean Tracy, Minnesota
fon a nwmber of yeans, playing baseball in the summer. He passed up a

job of playing professional baseballd as a catchen fo immigrate to Canada.
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In 1909 Grampy and Grammy Lynk, Harofd, Madeline, Nadine and
Donald awnived in Granum, Abbenta. He wbnhed that summen and fook a
homestead at Sweet Valley nean Travers. He bought an adjoining quarten,
glving him a good hal§ section of Level fand. There was prairie fon
mifes and Helen nemembers him haubing coal grom Bow City with a grain
box on a wagon and four head of hornses. The round Lup toor Two dﬁg&.
Coal supplemented in summer with dry buffulo chips - bufsalo manwre dried
harnd oven the yeans. Helen had to pick it up. There was no wood to be

had, othen than apple boxes and scrap Lumber.

Glen was born at home as the neanest hospital was Lethbaidge ~ 60
mikes away. In June, 1912, Donald tfook sich. They drove to Lethbridge
with team and democrat. Donald had a burst appensix and nolhing coutd

be done. He died June 17, 1912, ~ « crusidng blow to the family.
Helen was born An 1913 and Johnny in 1977,

Grampy talked of the cold, hard wintens on the prainces.  One
Thousand head of cattle from a nanch at Calgany dnigted with the blizzand
to where Lynks £ived. In 1921 and 1922 the family spent a yean at Nedson
wiere Guampy wonked in the mines af Thail. Harold and Madge went £o
Bus<iness College. Grammy and the hids went to Medicine Hat, nelunrning

to the faum Laten,

In 1925 they bought a steel-wheeted Hant Parn tracton and nented
mone Land. In 1927 bought a pull-type Red Riven Specdal combine - one
____ vf Lthe §lwst in the district and went custom combinding. He did one

thousand acrnes at $1.00 per acre. They bought fwo gamin trucks and

Hanokd and Glen hawled gradin.
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The depression came and black dusxt clouds followed. The doons
and windows had Zo nemain closed but stiEL the dust sdfpted £n. Top
204t dnifted for half a mile. In 1931 the Lynk family moved to
Athabasca. 1% was muddy noads from Edmonton with two frucks and Lignt
deliverny thuck Loaded with household goods. Cattle and machinery had
1o be éhipped 40 Smith as thene was no C.P.R. connection to Athabasca.

Grampy and the boys hawled them back.

Helen and the family stayed at the Immigration Hall wuntif they
jound a place to Live. Mus. Lynk, Johnng and Helen gound a place .in
the Ling Block. Johnny was sti88 going o school. Helen was Zahing

Grade 11 but therne was no room in the Athabasca Achool

Grampy, Glen, Harold and wife Eva and son Leoyd moved fo Tom
Mulle ££'s farm fon the rest of the winten. He shot a bull moose so

they had Lots to eat. 1% was the §{inst moose they had eaten.

They nented the place Appleby's Laten bought and moved out fo
Baptiste Lake, Helen's father and broithens spent the winten building a

nouse from uprnight ties on NE-20-66-24-W4 and they moved Ain in the spning.

Hans met Helen Lynk and went a-cowrting. They wenre maried
October 11, 1933, 1f was a big decision - sell The can and get mannied
en keep the can and stay single! Hans sold the can fon $25.00, It got
them mannied and a few groceries to spare. Octobern 7 was the daze
picked fon the wedding but it snowed that day s0 Helen wouldn't go.

Hefen's brother Glen was going to town Octoben 11, 40 Hans and Hefen
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said they would go akong. Jubius Katona and Omar McDonald went akong.
Alex sadd he didn't hnow about the wedding plans but Hans said Lt was

no secnet - Lhey just decided that two could Live as cheap as one!

They awived at the Anglican Mamse but Rev. Little said Iheg.had
X0 be married in the church and that they would need Hfwo w&tneaaea;
Glen and Oman acted. Hans said he tried to pay the Minister but e
sacd "1 think you need it more than 1 do”. Julius sang all the waty home .
The newly-weds anived home with 15 cents in thein pochet. Thein
wedding dance was The finst event held .in the new Winding Trail School.
Hans and Helen Zeld of the big jackpine tnee by Winding Traif Creek

that was theirn counting tree.,

The finst winten they had moose, deen, fish and potatoes and they
managed. Hans sold fifty mushrats fon 50 cents eack. That money bought
them thein finst cow for the big price of $25.00. It was wonth it as it
was Lhe muthen of Lhein hend. That was the spring of 1934. They added

o the cows and were soon selling cream and butten fon 7 pounds fon 25 cents.

Bob and Lik Ponten and Efsde came in 1932 from Montana and bought
Lake Lot 17. He and L& and Efsie used fo play fon dances all oven the
country, haulding Theln piano with them. They bwilt a dance hall agten
a few yeans and hedd weekly dances. LiZ plaged planc, Elsie the guitan

and Bob fthe bones .,

They Zeft in 1942 to neturn to Montana s0 Lk could nesume feaching.

Alex Look Mns. Pontern to town once and Alex had Zoo many beeas. He said
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drtving home he couwld see two noads so asked LAk if she cowbd drive.

So she drove Alex home.

The winten of 1935-36 Hans cooked fon Lie-hauberns at Alex Mcleod's
operation west of Lahaeville. He cooked fon Zen men who paid 10 cents
a man per day for board. He made $1.00 a day plus noom and boand. Aften
tninty days of baking bread and cooking pies Hams was §ired. Not because
0§ tne food bul the men weren't making any money. 1t was s0 cold Zthe
honses couldn't pull half a Load. Everyday £ was 30 to 50 befow zero.
Sledighs wene grinding Like on sand. Hans slept with the yeast at night
Lo keep AT from freezing. 14 was a steady job to keep the bunk houses
and cook shack supplied with wood. That was done by hand with a Swede

saw and axe.

Aften thinty days the men sadid they coubdn't keep him on, 40 each

man dug deep and came up with three dollans so they panted company .

Helen had been alone on the homestead with Dickh one yean ofd. She
mitked the cows, fed chickens and hept the house warm. Do on diel They
bought a Zeam of colis grom John Lubaszyk. 1t was a wondenful team, good
gon saddle on pulling. They named Zhem Babe and Nellfie. Nelfie in turn
had a colf, Queenie. Riding cne day after cows, Hans spied two deen.

He shoX them both, Loaded them on the honses' back tied down with the
necns and halten shank and tunned the honse Loose. She went home une
and a half miles on the cow trall. Helen had a {4t when Zhe honse came
up the noad. Hans came Laten with the cows. The meat was packed .in
Auga& and floun sacks and Laid between bLocks O Ace 4n the Lcehouse

whette AL kep good. Tce was sawed 4in the winter at the Lake, packed
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AN sawdus and kept all summen. 1t was hard work but wonth it.

The depression was sunvived by digging and scratching. Hans and
Alex did a Lof of hunting west of the Lake and had a cabin that evesy-

one whed,

Hans had an unfortunate accident in 1937 when he broke his Leg
while sawing wood. He spent three weebs in hospital . Helen was s4x

months pregnant and was Left with all the chores to do.

Vuning this Zime Hans kept bees until Kanen had fo stick nen nose.
An The hive. When Helfen neached hern, she was covered with bees but

onty stung once. Alex hept bees foo but Hans Looked agten Them.

In 1939-40 Hans was weed inspector that summen gon Grosmont
Municdipality, niding honseback covering the West Athabasca area up
1o Grosmont and Larvent. Aften the contract ran out he was paid a

bonus of $100.00 fon a job well done.

In eanky 1940 a caboose was used fon winten travel, complete with

ain-tight heaten.

Diversions to Lonely days was a visit grom the Wathins and Raleigh
deatens. They brought spices, salves and Free Pressd subscadpiions .
Rateigh salves wene good fon man on beast! He bought honsehain and okd
battenies and always brought the Latest news and alwars Lefd with a fubl

Astomach.
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In 1940 1 came upon the scene. My panents, Fred and Lilian Budd,
wene grom Wookwhich, England. Dad had come with his family Zo Ingensol,
Ontarnic, 4n 1907, moving west to a homestead south of Kitscoty An 19170,
My mothen travedled alone grom Englund to be manied o Dad 4n Juky, 1912,
They Lived on the homeszead until Vad joined the Anmy, GOing overseas Ln
1914, Agten the warn Dad neturned to LLoydminster and the pamily settled

Thene wherne 1 was born in 1920,

I ook all my schooling in LLoydminstern and agten completing Grade
12, 1 Xook a business cowrse while waiting to enroll in a nunsAng schood

at Humbolk, Saskatchewan. But I met Alex the summer of 1940!

My s4sten, Freda, a nunse, was engaged Lo many Manius Chaisiensen
who had a draging business <in Athabusca. 1 came along as a chaperovne
fon Freda’s visdlf. Manius was a good friend of Alex, 40 Lt was inevitable
that Alex and 1 should meet. Alex showed wus the countny arcund Slave
Lake and Lac La Biche. That falf, Alex went to visit me at my home and

we became engaged that Chaistmas.

My mother and T visited Alex 4n the swmmen of 1941 and the date fon

the wedding was set fon August 17,

04 cowrse, Alex had to do some bragging aboul the wild game walking

night down the noad. 1 didn't believe him but £o and behold A4 two deen
didn’f come walking over the bridge!

Alex came 2o vdsdt me at Chuistmas, 1940. He had bronchitis and

I Lotd haim 1'd make wim a mustand plaster fon his chesi. 0f counse |



god talking 2o my girnlfniend and forgot To time the plaslern. Alex got
over his cold but he has never had ancther plasten! My mother was a

great soup maken and that was the highlight of the trip 1'm sure.

Alex and 1 wene marnnied at the United Church on the moAning of
Augusl 12, 1941, and had a Luncheon fon family and frlends.  Alex nearly

tuned back when he found out Awenty-five guests would be thene.

On the way home Zo Athabasca we stopped at the Royal Geonge Hotel
Ln Edmonton 4on our wedding supper. Then we visited Sam and Many
Mickelsen before heading nonth.

The next day Alex and Hans wenre cufting oats on what 4is now Cdith
and Jubius Katona's home place. So I had done as 1 was told. Alex

told me Lo pick a wedding day between haying and harvest!

Alex's gniends grom town chivareed us three days Laten and toovk

ws to a dance at Ponten's Halk,

In the fall of 1941 Alex s0dd his faum on the highway to John
Babiak. He neven did Like the Mantelf Fanm aglen the new highway cut

Zhe field in haly.

It was a great experience fon me to become « farm wife. The finst
fall at harvest time, Adefine Smith hetped me to cope with the Lhreshing
Crew.  Yaniks were the ownens of the machine. Neven had 1 soen edeven

men eat 0 much, a0 often.
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I used more than my share of kindling as 1 pongot xo keep wood on
the fine. My §inst attempt at bread baking was a disasfern and Alex

nefused o bake Lt. He sadld 1 would never Leann wnbess 1 kept trying.

I am sure T would nave died of Loneliness Lif X hadn't been fon
Adeline Smith, Tna Scanlon and Helen. We did have some good visits and

I necedved Lots of good adu{aé.

1940'4 brought severe winter weather. One year we had 609 befow
zeao fon a whole month, Alex waterned the catile grom a nole chopped
An the creek and the milk cows were put ght back 4in the barn. The
othen cattle wintened in Zhe strawpile. School children walked fo

schookl those days.

In Decemben, 1941, Geradd was boan to add to the family o4 Hans
and Helen, Dick, Jack and Karen. To our house came a daughter, Sandna,
An Aprdl, 1942, My §inst outing with Sandra was 4o suppen with The

Armfelts.

Oun close neighbon, Ina Scanfon, was to become a verny good grdend.
Tna came walking through the barnyand one eventing, fust as Alex brought
the cows home fon milking. Neven having seen a woman before, the cows

tuwned Lok and headed fon the bush again!

Alex had a police dog, Tommy, who had to wear a muzzle at times

when he got too vicious with the cows. One day he ganged up with two
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othen dogs and they got into Ina's sheep. There was wo denying Lhe

evidence of sheep wood in his mouth., Alex god Hans o shoot the dog.

My mother passed away L{n 1943 and & yean Later Dad married Jean
MeGraw from Arcola, Saskatchewan. 1 didn't think 1 Liked that {dea much
but Tna Seanlon told me it was a complement o my mothen that Dad wanted
Lo manny again. So 1 Leoked on Lt that way and it has been a wondenful
association oven the yeans. I shall always nemember Ina fon those wise
wonds . Dad Lived 2o be 93 yeans ofd with Jean's Loving carne. They came
1o visit us many times over the years. Dad passed away August, 1980, in

Regina whene they had made thein home.

By 1944 betten noads werne in the anea and Hans traded a cow fon a
car, a 1927 Chev Sedan. He drove it home §rom Bisseld's sawmill. On
the way home it had four glat tines and the windshietd fell out. Haywine
fixed evenything. Adex and Hans cut it down and made a tauck out of At.

It was known as the "0Ld Tin-Top". 14 was a wondenful can.

When Dick Owens, fhe Councillon, died 4in ?945, Inven Bausman and
Hans contested the election fon the nemainden of Owen's Zewm. Hang was
elected and finished the feum in the obd M.D. 04 Grosmont. When the
M.U. of Athabasca was §onmed Januany, 1947, Hans was elected to the M.D.
0§ Athabasca Council. The same time he was efected to the Hospital Beand
and served as Board member and Chaimman until the county was fommed, in
1959. He served one year on Council and Aesagned o apply fon the fob
opening 0§ Agrnicultunal Fietd Supenvison im 1945, fie wonked Lhere it
netinement Ln 1970,
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Larny Pelen annived on the scene on a cold Novemben night in 1944,
1t was 53° bekow zero and Dick came to tekl Alex to get the can godng.
It was no mean feat {in those days with no electnicity fon can plug-ins.

So we had The bath wafer hot so Alex got the can godng and away they went.

Oun daughier Nonma-Jean annived in Manch, 1946. That completed oun

gamify.

Raymond was born Decemben, 1951, and that made Hans and Helen’ s

family complete. Six children to be proud 0f.

Hawny and Many Portern and boys annived in Manch, 1946, having bought
the Scanlon place. Iwna had decided 2o nefurn to hex family in Medicine

Hat whene she stanted a chibdrens' Librany.

Many Porten Zaught at Winding Traik School fon two yeans. Their

boys Phil, Art, Glen and Ken grew up on the fasum.

Getling o school was by walking. Alex would walb with Sandra to
keep hern going and sometimes on veny cold mornings they would stop ot
Katona's 2o waum up. When Mufberrys came, Max would heat his Packand
carn with a blow fonch and would pick up Lota Hanold and our kids on the
way. The poor Tomaszyk, Piche and Onosz kids had o walk miles . The
clotiing then was not as sensible on warm as now. The Amgelt and Lynk

kids often skied 2o schoot.
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Power came west of Athabasca 4in 1953 because a Co-op was pormed
by the fanmens. Each faunen paid $1,050.00 and £his brought Luxuny 2o
the farms. The finst majon purchase Hans made was a second hand gnidge
and £n 1958 Gerald bought them a a deep-greeze with his st paycheque.,
What a treat it was £o have a nidge insteud of the {ce-box. 1t seemed
Like T always forgot Zo empty the pan unden the ice-box and it woudd
splll akl oven the floox.

Hans and Helen Lived 4in the oniginal Log house and in 194§ when
Hans' sisten ELa came fon hen §inst visit grrom Denmank, he built a
Ao stony addition onto it. This was fo be the fs T 0f many visits

by ELla and hen husband Albert.

Hans' nephew COle, whom Hans sponsored, came prom Denmank An

Januany, 1959, and he Lived with them until his retwin 1o many ELalin

<n December, 1960. They buwilt a home and moved it to the quantern besdide
Wonding Thail Creek. Ofe spent sevenal yeans as a Caplain on Lthe Noathemn
Truanspontation system. He was a bee inspecton gon the govenament as weld
as a bee-keepen himsels. Then he moved to Edmonton as a dniven thadnen

fon Albenta Motorn Association, faten becoming Supervison of School Patnols .
Ecalin had a dress shop in Edmonton at that time and they came back here

forn Zhein weekends. Annett and Svenn were born to them at Lhis Time.

OLe's parents and Eialin's parnents came ofLen Lo visit and evenybody
enjoyed them. Hans, Boden and E£La were abl togethen fon the finst Lime
in fLgty yeans An 1973, 1 was a happy binthday celebration foa Hana .

OLe and family moved o Victonia in 1960 and we atl miss Lhem.
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The schoof pienics wene the hightight of the schoof year and all the
pamclies Looked fonward to it. For some it was the only outing. We
nememben the homemade ice cream. Vean Barlow, Shirkey Lynk and Anndie
Nipshank would see who could eat the most. If you have nevern Liched zhe
<ce cream paddle you have missed a treat. 1t made The 10b 0§ cranking

L abl wonthwhile,

We had a Red Cross group we worked §on and Laten Winding Thadll Chunch.
1T was the womens' job ¢ naise money fon the atfocation to the Town chuach
0 poy The ministen's sabary. 1t was fun holding Strnawbenrny Teas af tourist
Tine. 1% went overn well and was held at Harnnofd's hallf and aflen Lt burned

was held on the Lawn at Applebys and Noefchs .

laten a monthly binthday club was formed Zo keep in fouch with

necghbons .

Jo and Ingd Thonvardson came Lin 194§ and bought the Lake Loz next
Lo Barlows. They nented out cabins fon many years and were populan

membens 0f Lhe commundity.

Jo and T stanted the §insi Sunday School and carnried on untif the
chunch was closed in 1964, They moved to Athabasca 4in 196§ and Lived

Thene untid Thein passing.

Many and Bob Hawwiss Lived on the Santrock place 4n 1940°s fon a

few yeans,



72

Max and Sally Mulberrny, Ron and Joyce bought Joe Meleans next ito
Applebys 4in 1950 and operated cabins and a dance hall. We became very

good fniends and had many good cand games.

They Eeft fo Live in Calfornia forn a few yearns but did return fo
The Forfan district fon awhile. Raymond was born agiten they Left. Now

they nesdde Ln Kamloops .

Hanny Lynk was owt finst gradenman. Duning the cold winten weathen
he sat cutside on that machine. 1t was a cold fob in winter and hot in
summest.  Hans and Alex would shoved the beach by hand Friday night so
they could go To Town Saturday. Onby the beach sometimes blew .in again

that night.

Alex and Hans cut Lce blocks each wintern and these wene haufed to
the <ce house and covered with sawdust fo be used <n summer for the modenn
<ce box we had and it kept the cream fresh 4o shdpping Lo the Athabasca

Creameny,

In 1951 Donoihy Black, my niece came to Live with ws. She attended
Winding Tradl School and to take hen high schoot at Athabasca. She Liked
parming 40 much she said she wanted io‘manng a fanmer.  This she did in
1958, She mwviied Jim Knyhowshi and fanms east of Lloydminstern. They

have 2wo boys and two ginks .
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In 1957 heavy nains caused quite a flood at Baptiste lake and we
nememben Jack Appleby coming in his boat night up o the back of the
house £0 pick up his milk. Shankey Lynk came and shot fiah from a boat
back of owr house. Rosde Nipthank told Adex that <in the eanky 19004

the whole §lat was unden water and they went by boat fo the bdck of NU-Té6.

Winding Trail School was clused in 1954 and chifdren wene bussed to
Athabasca. We wsed the schook fon a community club fon a few yeans but
AL wasn't practical. The building and Land was sofd to the Winding Trail
Chunch fon $100.00.

Uick manrnied Kayla Park grom Lethbridge. They had twe sons, David

and Russel. They Live at sSornento, B. C. and operate Long Beach Resont.

Jack has two sons Daniel and Stewarnt and fwo sXep-sons Adam and

Uenek. Jack and Bernice Live at Endenby, B. C.

Karen manviied Chiis Bradiield grom Chestengield, tngland. They had

three children, Michael, Afan and Kathleen. They Live close to home.

Gerakld marnied Ann Warnd §rom Fort Vermiddion. They have three

childnen, Jennifern, Wendy-Ann and James . They £ive on the home piace.

Loy manried Mangaret Hotmes gnom Cakgany. They have two chifdaen,

Mardelt and Corny. They Live at Baptiste Lake.
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Raymond married Donna Moniuk from Endever, Sashatchewan. They have

Lwo children, Pamela and Tyron. They Live at Lethbridge.

Vun gfamily are Sandra Living .in Edmonton with childnen Shenny,
Mitcheld and Tom Pederson. Both husbands passed away. Nomma-Jean marnied

Lo Don Dalgleish has two children Lisa and Deseb . They Live in Kamboops .

In 1963, Hans and Helen built a new nouse, thanks to the help of the
bogé.and Chnis and Ole and Kanen and Eialin. Helen was kept busy feeding
the wonkens. A whole Loaf of bread was wsed for tate Lunch. Long days

0f hard work became a reality.

Sandra and Nonma had §inished schook and Legt home fo wonk in
Edmonton. 1In 1964, Alex decided he had had fonty-vne yeans of chasing
cows talls. He sofd the fanm o Bob and Phyllis Gray and we kept an
acne and built a small house. Qun wondergul dog, Bozo, came over to visit

but would not stay. Phyllis said she would Reep fim and he died that winter.

While we were bu&fd{ng our house we Lived in Hans' ofd one. That

was greall

One murning we got up and cowld see a shuwik undern Hans' can.
Raymond moved the can and the dogs chased the shunk nound the gront of
The house, sprayding everything in sdight. When we came £o work on oun
house, one of the canpentens todd us to teld Helfen o pul a camp stove
<n Lhe basement and bunn sugan in a grying pan. The burned sugan smelied

awful but there was no shunk smell,
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We moved into oun house in time fon Hullowe'en night. The wonkmen
pul up the shell of the houwse and Alex and 1 finished everything else.
As husbands and wives sometimes do when working Logethen, some days we
were nod speaking fo each othen by days end. But it was a gheat satis-

faction when done.

We celebrated our Sitver Wedding with gamily and weighbons at a

suppen al Grosmont Hall in 1966.

Alex worked with Ole nemodelling houses, thea did the honey exitracting
gon OLe. Héné and Alex put a new r00§ on Lonne Houpen's cabin 4in the
Nerrows ., Alex put new steps on Stoding's stone cabin and built a swmmen
kitehen on the stone that Hazel Hawnold had tunned into a coftage. Lee

and Cecil Goodwin Lived in Hazel's Log house.

When Hans was Fiedd Supervison he wonked closedy with Geonge Godel,
the Distnict Agrnicultunist. One of thein projects was planting thees in
each schoolyand in Zhe County. Hans Leased a stip of Land next Lo oun
fence grom Bob Gray and Alex planted and cared forn the trees. He an&
Albent Nelson planted fLhem at the schools. Alex was proud of his ftnee

s eny and we got some ndce trnees fon our yard.

1967 came and I needed o go fo work. 1 worked at the Poiteny fon
s4X months, Then applied fon the job of cashiern at the new Tomboy stonc.
I held that job fon 13 yearns., Abex joined me at the 410&& uwnitid oun
relinement an 1981, The Jones family were grneal 1o work fon and we are

good frdends.
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Sance netinement in 1970, Hans became involved in elections,
acting as Retunning Ofgdicen for one Provinedial election and several
munceapal elections. He served as seenelony-theaswren of Athabasca

Gus Co-Op Lid.

Hefen and Hans made numencus trips to B.C. £0 visit nelatives and
thein childnen, severnal Tnips to Denmark visiting Hans' rebatives. They

have acted as hosts to out of country guests on Many CCcasLons.

In 1983 Hans and Helen celebrated thein Golden Wedding with a
gathering of ald thein family and friends present. The children did a
wondenful job of onganizing the event. The highlight of the evening was
Lthe presentation by Hans to Helen, of a "medal™ fon hen devotion through

Zhe yeans. She was the envy of all the women present.

In 1978 Alex and 1 foined Ofe and Elalin on a nip to Denmark.
Alex had not been home fon L4ty yeans. Alex's sistens wene here fon a
uisdit in 1962 but AT was a joyful holiday and Afex met his brothern again
aften atl those years. 1 gut to meet the famify and to see the beawti ful

country. 1€ was a memonable holdiday.

Since oun retinement we have made numerous Inips Lo visdt ounr

pamily «n B.C., Regina and LLoydminsfen.

Lige has been good £o ws and now we can enjoy the grandehifdren.

Alex has no negreds quitiing famming as {t was a guod Lije.
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ALL in all AL khas been a good tnip grom Copenhagen £o Athabasca

pon oun Two Great Danes !

I would Like to close this stony with the verse 1 wsed An my
speech at Hans and Hefen's Gofden Wedding. 1t seems fo apply to the

fown of us.

Friendship's Lane is a shining path

Just night forn ws to share,

It Leads to brightest happiness

And o pleasunes everywhene.

It Leads to joy and Laughten

To the Land of dneams come truc.

And we ane proud To have walked on friendsnip's path
With such dean grdends as gou.,
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- "MEMORTES"

When Dick Owens was Councillon and you compladined about the noads,

he told you to go home and siay off them.

Harwny Lynk was nenting Land from Adefine Smith. He was paying hen
<n grain and was taking his share home. Adeline was counting the pail

goang oul §ull and goding back into the granany emply, untid he caught on!

Adeline was always inviting a neighbor fo stop fon a meak. Charlie
Warnd had been Zo town and he always stopped in fon suppen. Adeline fed
him groundhog and Chanlbie said how good it was. When he found out what

AL was, he was very disgusted. And 1 can'#t prind here what he said!

Hans went Lhaough owr yard Zo Lock for his horses ws Ain 1930°s the
honses werne fust turned Loose and could strnay forn miles. On the way
back he shot a moose jusi behind own barn. Hans went fo tell Afex and
Sam Mickelsen Lo come and help him skin it. Sam wouldin'£ belicve that
Hans had a moose because Sam had been going out every day and hadn't

seen a thing.

Alex and Hans wenre hunting west of thein cabin the §inst winter.
Alex was nesting and Hans was using the "bush toilet”, Alex decided to
chimb a tree Lo scout a moose. He saw the moose coming and holkered %o
Hans “a moose 45 coming, a moose Ls coming”. Bui’Hana had his pants down

and had no chance fo shoot.
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Atex had a honse named Prince who was sick. 0fd BLLE Barlow said
he showld fight poison with poison. So Alex went Lo see a moonshiner but
he wouldn't give him any. Alex came home and gave the honse a shot uf
whiskey and The honse dropped dead on the spot. A few days Laten, a jug

0§ moonshine was Left by the gate. Alex gave the moonshine to BALEL Barkow.

0€d John Ross Lived at Afex's in a homestead caban. Wheneven Alex
would Leave the place and someone stopped, ofd John would go down the
path and holler "What do you want, he's not at home” . By the end of
ine month when John's pension nan out, he would come to Alex's howse and
get some tea Leaves £o smoke. John said he knew the eanth was glat
because he had sat on the shore at Haligfax when he went fo war and he
sadd he could see whene Zhe hornizon dropped 0§4. He abso would not apply
fon ine pension because he said "they know me in Ottawa”. John catled
the homesteadens "stoneboat farnmens™. Also said "f you plant Little
potatoes, gou will get Litile potatoes”. He wsed to Lie in his bunb
and shool the mice as they came up the hofes with his 27. Alex brought
A jumbo sweatens home faom town and told John he had boughi one jon fuim,
0g course John picked up the expensive one as L wis warmen! Oﬁa John
was eating cup cakes and said they wene sure tough! He had eaten pepen
and all. Hans Zook Helen Xo town cne day with the team. John went akong
but ¢f counse drank too much been and needed to nelicuve fuimseld. He sadid

"why did he have fo take his woman along?"

Alex had never eaten baked potatuves befone he came to Canada and

ne thought the women were really fazy. When he would be Thaeshing fon
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people and was ged chickens with the feet sticking out of the pot, he

thought that was the Limit.

Hans and Alex walked in from hunting out west, canrying @ fuld

pack. They were s0 hungny they cooked « big kettle of stew and ate if afl.

They werne buibding thein hunting cabin and when ndght came they
just put grass on 4on a noof. They decdded fo have a snooze befone
supper and Lay in the bunks. They noticed smohe from the noch. The

dpanks grom the (ine had caught {ine Zo the roof.

Anothen Lime ithey ate fresh meat and had to siop every Ao often to

head gon the bush. 11 was a Long Time befone they ate {resh meat agadin.

Alex had two sets of deen and moose horns hanging in the frowt noom.
I detested them with a passion. Luckily when his sistens came for a

visdl 4n 1962, Verna begged fon them fo hang in hex den. 1 was 50 thankful!

Hans spied a shunk in its hole and decided if he could grab it by
the tadk begone Lt squinked, he cowld save a sheld. 3o he made one atiempd
to grab and goX squinted 4{n one eye. Net to be outdone, he grabbed the

tact again and was shof in the othen eye. Johung Lynk wewdy died Laughing .

Miss Langley was the school teachen at Winding Tradil Schook and
watked past Alex's place. She complained about The cussing grom the baan
hitl. Alex tokd hern it was Hans. Alex gof a kich out vf Hans beding

blamed.




31

When I §insZ came here 1 noticed the hofes in zheltéda on the cook
stove always held a cigaretie butt. Alex told me Hans did it and I
coukdn'z blame Hans as 1 was too polite. Many yeans Later 1 found out

Alex was the culprit,

The finst summen 1 met Alex, T had walhed oven gnom Sunset Beach fto
see him. Alex had fo do his chones so he gave me a bowl of strawbernries
grom his ganden and whipping cream. 1'LE neven fonget the Look on Hans'

face when he saw me sitling in Alex's kitchen. He didn't know 1 existed.

One time Hans was out hunting his honses in Forgar. Coming home he
saw fwe deen Ln his yarnd and shot Them both. Sam Mickelsen wouldn'z _

believe They were in Hans' own yand.

Hans talked %o Hanndisons and Gilchnist. Mns. Gilohinst said "T'm

mennded £o one man and sleep with the othea™.

Hans Zook Adlex out duck hunting {n fhe fakt and the duck Landed on
the Lce. Hans told Alex Zo go and get it. In the awmy you Leann foun
anches will cany a honse and fwo  inches a man. But Hans tofd Alex Af
the ice cracks L€ 45 safe. Of counse Alex feld in and his clothes wene

SLLEE when he got home.

Hans always was a wild driven with Babe and Nedtic and he had Alex
vut electioneening with fim. They went around Banfow's cornen and dumped

Alex out,




Marius Rasmussen Zook Adeline Smith's geese in a sack 2o the nonth
end of The Lake and Let them cut because they wene always messing on

Alex's doonstep.

The finst time 1 met Grammy Lynk was few weeks aften our wedding.
Adeline Smith invited me to go and visit. They werne Living by Winding
Thall Bridge. She served wus home grown cantaloupe. 1 rneakly thought
Ihis was God's Country!

A few days aftern our manniage, Alex and 1 were out walking and we
met Andrew Sifrna whe Lived whene the Mickelsen fake L0t is now. He asked
Alex {f he wanted a good wife. He said eveny morning you £L4% the bed-

covens and give hen a good switching.

Julius and Mus. Katona wene the best of nesLghbons . Jubius tokd

Helen that his chickens wene sick - they had no hain on thein ass!

Mis . Katona would berate Julius when he had foo much beer <n fown.
She'd say "shame, shame, pig, pig". Julius oplen helped Alex housectean
and one day he spied some chocolate on the table. Hans told him Lo tny

At and then proceeded Lo feld him it was Exfax he had caten!

Katona's had a young boy visit them each swmmen. He shot ald the

chickens with buchshot.

Hans was atways playing a joke on Jubius. When he and Jubius wene

helping Alex milk the cows, Hans squinted milk on Jubius' neck. Hans fofd
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Julius £t was the cats in the Loft peeing on him, Hans never fokd
Julius the truwth until Jubius had his §0th binthday,

One day They werne haying and Alex goZ a mouse up his pantleg and
grubbed Lf. He called o Jubius 2o come and fake 4t out but he wouldn't.
So Alex squashed it dead.

Mrs . Katona Loved %o have company to feed and was Lnsulted if you
didn'Z eat. She wouwld say "eat, eat."

Hans had a pet sow that starnted garnowing. One piq came at 11
0'clock 40 he said he'd better sit up il it was over. She neves did

have another! Anothen of his sows had seventeen pLgs. A necond.

Dick was a sickly child with bronchitis. One eanly spring day
Helen got Alex to Ztake Dick to hospital. Mex said the noad was so bad
they might get stuck 50 he asked her how about going on the Lake, Helen
sadd "I§ you are game, I am”. The water was up to the wheel axfe before

they could get up on the ice,

When Jack was smakd he Loved ice cream but always stood beside

Lhe sfove and shivened.

Alex had a pig who got out of the pen and ajter running up and
down the Wil aften L%, he went and got his 22 and shot it in the foot,

Then he got a rope on At and put it back in the pen.
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Alex used to sell ice o Lake people in the old days before powern.
IX was a big fob o uncover the sawdust and wash the bfock of4. He
always changed 50 cents a block whaihen you Took the whole block on fust
a piece. Alex always Zold them he didn'i’go into the {ce house fon Less
Zthan 50 cents.

Iused to sell cream and hid the money in a wax papen canton. One
day in cleaning the back porch, 1 threw the carton out. Luckily Nonma
Looked Lnside before putting Lt into The burning bannell. 1 never fived

Lhat one down.

Noama and Sandra caught minnows fon the §ishemmen. They had a neal
thriving busdness s they wene the ginst to do it. One day Sandrna, Noama
and Dorothy Black caught a paif of minnows and Nouma fetl ca&ng&ng Zthe

pail . They were 40 mad at hen, they thiew a paid of water over hon.

Ron Black, my nephew, built the {inst Bunger Barx on our Land, af
the dnive-in To the County Beach., He insitalled a L0484 Ace cream machine
and he and wife Diane had a good business §on a year before he moved
away Lo Stave Lake.b He was a Wildlife 0f4icen - a Life he Loved. He
died suddenly at age 40 fnom a heant atifack. We really missed his visiis.
He atways sald Alex and Hans taughi him to swean in Danish. He could

never find a Dane who would tramsbate it fon him.

Une yean Helen asked me fo help hen babysit Karnen's Michael and
Atan and Dick's David and Russel as Zhey werne both godng on a holiday.

We named Alan the sfeepless wonder as he was on the gu ald the time.




Hans would fake the foun kids in the can every nighi and go south to

see «f they could see a deen. Then the kids wene happy to go to bed.

Fishing was good in the ofd days. Sandra caught 32 perch when

sne was 6 yeans old. Alex would pickle the pench and it was delicious

on a hot summen day.

Adeline Smith afways enjoyed a tea paniy Ao that she coubd nead
our Lteacups. She always told me 1 was goang on a big trnip. 1 used to
Lhink she said that because Alex's family were ovenseas. But I did get

Lo go %o Demmark.

Alex wanted Lo buy Quecnie from Hans so badly fon a saddle honse.
She was a grand honse and oun ginks Loved fo nide her on hitoh hen 1o
the stoneboat. One day we came home grom Lown and they had her hitched
wp and had gone down to the hay meadow. This was winter time and Alex
had made a good Znail 50 he couwld hauf hay. He ﬁoundiiheg had completely
- obliterated that trail when he went the next day. One day Queenie was
standing down by the noad, Eoéi&éng over the fence. Nomma came down the
barn hill on skhis and couldn't stop. She went night unden Queende’s

belly and the honse neven moved.

Jim Mickelsen used to Love to come Zo Baptiste Lake and stayed
with flans but he came with him to help ALex with any work. He always
asked 50 many questions sc Hans and Alex gave fiim Dolly and Wine fto
drive anound, to get him out of their hain. One Lime he wanted fov fake

a {ive goose back on the bus to Edmonton. He crated it and kept it on
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the seat beside him. Sam and Mary Mickelsen came ofien o visdit,

Alex’s police dog, Tommy, gof into a porcupine. He sat stillf while
Alex pufled ocut the quitls but howled allf the time. He got smant aften
Zhat. Alex used Xo play the viclin but Tommy would howl at the top of

his Lungs. So T never did hearn Alex play.

Adeline picked Alex's bfack cuwrrants whife he and Marius wene An
Lown. Anothern time 1 told hen the wild goosebernies wene woenmy, She

said that didn't matten as she only used the juice!

Helen and 1 always had the cookstove outside in the spaing and
gou coufd bake bread, heat the sadinons, {ron outside and wash clothes
on the scaub boarnd. 14 wasn't s0 nice 4in wet weathen but nice not to

have the house s0 hof.

Alex neven dninks Aced tea sdince my finst threshing crew. 1 made
a cream can fubl and put in a pound of tea Alex says. Alex fold me I-

made them all dnunk and they had to Lay off wonk.

Fon the fast five yeans on Manch 21s%, Alex, Hans, Helen and I go

out fon dinnen to celebrate thein awvival in Canada.

Hans and Helen had a magpie called Fritz you would swean could talk.
He would 84t on Peten's nead and peck him until Helen had Zo go and chase
him o4f. Hans would go outside with a bit of hamburgen Ln his hand and

cabl Frnitz and he would come and get the meat. Dick was fixing his bike
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and Zhe bright shiny parts wenre Lying on the grass. The birnd took evestsy
one and hid them under the noof shingles. Dick had 2o go and netrieve
¢very one. Fritz woukd take the cigarette out of fans' mouth and Helen

was agraid he would hide it and starnt a fine.

Rex was a good dog. He knew each animal by name because Hans would
tell him which cow %o bring home and he would. Later OLd Bud Zook Rex's
place. He would s4it outside and Look in the kitchen window. Rex plaged
hide and seek with the kids. Gerald hid one day and Helen coukdn'z §ind
him 50 %old Rex 2o §ind him and he did. Helen was gardening one day and
Raymond who was tiny at zhe Lime and 0£d Bud disappeared. After much
seanching Helen nemembered Bud &iked o sbeep Ain the culvent where it

was cool. Helen found Ragmond and Bud fast asbeep.

Jack was accident prone. He tnipped coming Anto Zhe house and hit
his throat on a cream can. They thought he was dead. Ancthen time Helfen
uu; Diying Lo dry out the dint cellan by hanging a Lantern down the hole.
Jack fele down zhe hoke right on tdp 0f The Lantenn. Anothen time ﬁe nan

anto a barbed wine fence and just missed the jugﬂaﬁ vedn.,

Ina Wiklioms Lived at the Navows wherne the ditches werne made o4

white mud. He made that mud into cakes and pedalbed Ot as Bon Ami.

Dick was skiing 4in Katona's pasturne and broke the kauckle off his

elbow,
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Karen fook her bike %o school in eady May. 1t blew and snowed
40 hard Zhat she had to push the bike all the way home. The boys wouldn't

help hern and hern gingers wenre nearky frozen.

Gerakd and Dale Lynk were playing chicken on thein bikes. Gerald
Lurned and he and Dale collided, Dale Left teeth marks on Gerald's

forehead and Helen thought the feeth were Lot in the scan,

Pefern was small and putting on his skis when the cat jumped on
his head, Peten went headfinst into the snowbank and Pefen was screaming

mad .

One Hatlowe'en Vean Barlow Lay in the ditch with a beanskin oven him.

When atl the kids came past, he jumped out of the ditch with a noar. He
scared Lthem as they thought it was a bean. Another Hatllowe'en Karen
brought Kathy cver to Hans' and Gerald’s. Gerald moved Karen's can.

Karen Looked fon her car but it was found down by the gate. As they got
nean the carn, Gerald made a noan from the ditch. The ginks got in the
carn 4n a huwty.  Anothen yean Hans stopped at Jim Smallwoods. Thein

kids and Edwands kids put Hans' Vokkswagon on blocks. He got in and

staded The can bul couldn't go anywhene.

Jack came home from the bush and asked Helen how Long Ray had
been £ying up at the barn. He had climbed the rail fence and galten
and broken his Leg. He also broke his wiist on the teetern-tottern at

school,
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Gernald was four years obd and was sdanding on The barn fence
walching Lhe young bukl. fans naced up there to nescue him but Zhe
bull just watked away.

The noostens were gighting and Gerald went cut o s%op them and
they jumped on him. Hefen had to go o the rescue.

Sandra had a noosten chasing her rhound and round the barn. Donozthy

Black was standing in the chop house and Laughing.

Alex was s4tting milhing one night and the roosten nan Aquawking
nound the bann, then came a fox. Alfex shot the gox and the nooster went

4n Lhe soup pot,

Hans was neturning home from a visit at Fendstroms, when a moose 7
jumped up. He went back to Fendstroms and got a flashiight to get him

home to the homestead cab.in.

Hans shot Adefine Smith's drake as it was alwaiss at Alex's. He

sasd he thought it was a wild cne!

Hans would climb up to collect the eggs as Helfen was pregnant.
But Hans would thnow them down and Helen had to cateh them on get them

in hen face,

Jim Appleby was Zeaching at Winding Trail Schoot and wathed pasd Hans'

cabin, To his sunpiise one morning, Helen put hen head around the doon
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and wished Jim good morning . Jim was s0 surpnised to see Helen untif

they Lodd him they had been mawviied the day begfone.

Helen nemembens the kids Lied a nope to King's faill and stied
behind him. When Jim Mickelsen pestened Alex and Hans Loo much, Afex

would ask Jim "why doesn't a chicken pee?”  That would heep him quiet
fon a while,

Noama had croup a Lot when young and Hefen tofd me to give hen a

Apoon of sugar with three drops of coal oil on it. 1% always cut the

cough,

Alex went Lo his cutsdde toidet one time and heand nusthbing down
the hote. He Looked down and saw two shunks. 0Ld John said he would
shoot them. They propped up the toilet and John shot but Afex said

"what a smeld "

Une terrnible electrnic stonm 1 nemember, a bokt of Lighining split

a tnee by the house. The dog was blinded and disappeared for a week.

Gerald and Ray Learned how to feed the baby swatfows. They won't
open their mouths unless the mothen makes a centain whistle. They
Leanned and fed fhe binds with eanthworms. The boys also used Zo drive

the Loons crazy by making the Loon call.

Doris Rasmussen and 1 decided to push Freddie and Sandra in thein

buggies up the hilk to visit Hefen. The Winding Trail Wikl was much
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sleepen Then. We were 40 hungry when we got there, we ate a Loaf of

fresh bread and cheese. We often Laugh about it now.

Julius and Glen found a bean den. Glen said "1'4L shoot in the
hole and if the.bean comes out, I'LL nun and you shoot it." Glen shot
but ripped and a stick struck him on the head. Julius couldn’'t shooz
because he was Laughing. Glen thought the bear had Wit him. Gfen had
killed the bear but thene wene four cubs, each wedighing § oz. each. -
They ook the cubs to show the school hids. People took the cubs fo

nadise but they died.

Jack and Frank Edwards and four yearn old Gerald went Zo hunt
rabbils one spring. They went around by the schoot and back south. Thexe
was a hole and when they shot a nabbit, Jack went by fo get LL. He Looked
An Zhe hole and a bean was in there. So Frank had a Look and said there
was a bean. Gernald didn't believe them 4o went and had a Look. He said
"yes, Lhene 45 a bean". They nan home and goi Doug Haviold and Lynks -
fournteen {n all. They shot the bean. Shirbey had sat beside that hole

to eat hen Lunch the day before.

04d Lady Rosie bought a weinen pig from Alex and gave him a handful
0f change she had tied in a hankie. Alex didn't count the change and
soon Rosce came back as she had found ten cents An hen hankie when she

got home. She was a great Indian Lady.

Alex had a chimney gine Lin the house when he was o bachelorn. Vern
Barlow satl up with hian that night but no furthen fire cccured. The

wood around the chimney was chanried and Alex had ile put in the chimney.
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Agten that Alex cleaned the chimney once a month for as Long as we

Lived thene,

Vern Bankow always said he cut the tails 044 the baby pigs because
<t Look mone feed to grow a tail., He brought a cow fo the bull and the
cow Lay down on the bridge and wouldn't move. Alex goXt the electrnic
stock prod and that did the trick.

A feaw days after our mwuiiage, 1 woke up in the night 2o find Afex
up in the bedroom with a broom and a flashlight. 1 didn’t need any
coaxing Lo stay under the coverns. AL the bats 1'd heard o wene those
Iha{ gox stuck in your hain, Alex got the bat to g0 Lo the window scneen

and he shut the window, to deal with it in the monning .

Helen nemembers one Chuistmas when they went fo visit Katonas. The
kids had shaken a bottle of beer and when Jubius opened at, L& shot night

up To the ceiling. Mis. Katona was 50 mad at Julius.

One day Alex walked home from the back field and used the ofd trail
Lhat went Zhiough Portens. Alex came upon Hawty who was naked, pdcking

beriies. Hawy said he needed to feel the sun.

Heﬁen,aaga Hans was a devdd forn setling fine to something. He was
cleaning up the sthaw around the chicken house and set fine o ii', They
were eating suppen and heand a big roan and £t was the chicken house
godng up &n smoke. The ginst summer ELla was here and they got a ground
fine grom that chicken house férne. Helen wouldn't Zeave home as she hnew

gines can flane up. Anothern time he newily bunned the baan down from a
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smudge., Helen was always home alone to do Zhe fine flghting.

0Ld Friday was what we all called Mi. MeKinnon. Anyway he came
down by our gate and as he was weaning a cape, ourn buld stanted 1o e
the ground. Friday neponted Alex had a mad bulf. He would pick wild
bernies to sell fo all of us.

Alex had such a quiet shonthorn bull that alf of a sudden stanted
kicking and Alex couldn't understand {t. Many years Laten oun ginds sadd

they used to s4% in the LofL and prick him <in the near with the hay gonk.

Petern got his foct crnushed 4in the hydrnauwlic of the Little trnacton.

He fold Dick he wanted a bandaide on {it.

Karen Liked to ride King, but one day they Look the cornen Zoo fast

and Karen flew 0ff Lnto the snowdnifz.

Hans was driiving Babe and Nellie at his usual speed and dumped Zhe

pig chrate oul of the box at Katonas,

Hans was Taking Sabina Tomaszyk to work fon Shinley Lynk and went
nound a cornen, The wagon bux glew off the sleigh and they flew vff Zoo.

But Hans managed Lo hang onio fhe neins and was able to stop the horses.,

Hans went 1o cut wood drdiving King and Leaping Llena. Lena neven
walked. When A& was time to come home, it was earnly spiing, Hedern was

watching fon them. Home came Hans' emply sleigh and Lena was walking.
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Hans drove the sleigh Zo %he doon of the house and his hat was smashed
down on his head., He said he was in a fight with a bear. He threw the
neins down and came into zﬁa house. The honses stood sl gutside of
the doon, which was wnusual. Hans had a Lump on his head and a cut on his
e and he st insisted that he had had a faght with a bear! Helen
quesiioned himand he knew Hefen, but couldn't nememben the kids. Heklen
tied up the horses and as Hans was no betten, she sent a note with Genald
to the school fo give to Dick. He was to go and get Alex but he met Alex
coming Lo see Hans, Alex stayed £ Hans came out 0f the amnesdia, ALix
houns.  The noads were sc bad Alex was afraid to Zake him fo Athabasica
An case he got stuck. Hans had a bad headache andrinaiated Helen nide
over and see the beartracks in the snow, There were no tracks so Helfen
decided he had been hit on the head w{Ih the double bladed axe. Hans

was Zough because he and Julius went next day and cut the ice blochs fon

On, Wnight.

Dick remembens Henny Pichi at school. The Indian kids had head Lice

and used fo put them on each othenr.

The ned Tamworth sow that had only one pig Hans traded to Grampy
Lynk forn ofd Snonk., She made ¢uéh a snonkling sound when she was fed,
she made Hans' étomacﬁ upset. She was having hen pigs on Manch 20%h,
in 409 below zero weather with a howling wind. Hans just closed Fhe

bann doon and Left hen fo it.

Jack was niding King and wondered what the honse would do 4§ he

shot 044 the cap gun. King neaned up and Jack sfid night oven the nump.
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The Edwands kids came overn to play. Jack decided he would £ike to
rnide O8d Mynt out of the barn. She dived cut the door and bucked him chf.

Hans had a £itthe pig that got a synup pail caught oven its head,
rMght berind its eans. It coubdn't eat on duink and was missing a week.

1& came home and they had to Zake Zin snips to cut it 04d. That pig Lived.

Alex had a mikk cow that was missing three weeks and he searched
everywhene, One day walking fon the cows, he went past the stnaw stach
and heard a moo. The stack had foppled over on the cow. He Loaded hen

on a stoneboat and took hen hcme and she £ived.

Shirntey Lynk used to call the pigs tu the howse tu be fed outside
the back doon. Then she would tebk Ted, the Littie dog, to take them
back o Zhe bamﬁ. When Dake needed a Licking, he had to go and cut he
swileh himself. That's why he spent 50 much time with the Aumjelt kids .
When Darlene was smald, she was LEL one day. Shinfey and Helen Zook
turns cannying hen fo Alex's. Alex took hen and Shinbey to Athabasca
hospital but they couldn'i trneat hen but said fo fake hern fo Westloch

hospital. Darkene was suffering from acwte Lndigestion.

Glen and Shindey went to a dance at Winding Trail School uvne winter
night.  They went on a hand sleigh with Glen riding on the bottom and

Shinkey on Zop of him, on Thein stomachs.

Genald decided to nide the Little bulk. He got on and the bubl
exploded. Genald Lay on his back and tock o44. The kids trained all

Zhe cows so they could ndide them.
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Baptiste Lake abways has ain holes in the winten <ce. Noxma and
Sandra doubted Alex when he zofd them gas escapes Lhrough the ain holes.
So Atex Lit a match and showed them that it bunned.

Alex tokd Glen Lynk that the fuzz grom the trees would bunn. So
Alex Lit some and the fuzz went whooshl!

In the hunghy thirties nobody Locked thein doons. Alex Lost a side
0f pork from his noot cellan. He knew who took it and ke could have had

At willingly if he had asked fon ALt as the people wenre starnving.

I would Like o close these memornies with Alex's famos

SPLIT PEA SOoup:

Put & ponk hocks in a canner and (L haly full of waten. Cook
hocks €L meat will fLeave the bones. In the meantime take 4 phits. yedlow
split peas and coven with waten and boil 1.if mushy. Stin offen because
they will stick to the botfom. When at mushy siage, put through a siraines.

Put asdde.

Agtern the hocks have cocked about three houns until meat is Tenden,
remove hocks from Liquid. Strain the Liguid. Then put the juice bach
4n The cannen, add salit to Laste, 4 ondon oxo cubes, T cup cut wp carnols,
4 celeny stalks and 4 Leehs abl cut in pieces. Cook until vegetables are
tendern. Cut meat 04§ bones and cut in small pieces and divide {nto .§ small
cottage cheese containers. Add stuadned peas fo the juice. Stin tif
heated and add to meat in containens il 3/4 gutd. Let cood and put on

Lid and greeze,
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Some pletunes of the pioneen days !






